
 

After Swedish shredder Yngwie Malmsteen first 
brought neoclassical guitar to the forefront, with 
1984's Rising Force, America responded in the 
form of Vinnie Moore. Moore's 1987 breakout 
album, Mind's Eye, was cause enough for all 
three major guitar magazines at the time to name 
him "Best New Talent." A string of technically 
amazing recordings followed. Currently, Vinnie 
is working with the legendary European outfit 
UFO, in addition to writing for a new 
instrumental solo album, to be released later this 
year. 
  Any close study of Moore's playing should 
begin with his characteristic use of arpeggios. 
We'll investigate this technique in the following 
examples, both of which are based on the song 
"Morning Star," from Moore's 1988 release 
Time Odyssey. Fig. 1 outlines a ii-V (Em-A) 

progression in the key of 
D. Notice how the first 
five 16th notes of each 
measure spell out an 
arpeggio shape, and 
how that shape is then 
followed by a 
descending scalar 
passage. The ii chord 
(Em) is associated with 
the Dorian mode, 
whereas the V chord (A) 
is associated with 
Mixolydian—you can 
see these modes hiding 
within the lines. For 
extra credit, continue 

the pattern over the next chords, D and G, 
completing the full four-measure progression 
(Em-A-D-G). 
  For portions of "Morning Star," Vinnie shifts 
freely into the relative minor key, B minor. Fig. 
2 shows a B harmonic minor run (B-C#-D-E-
F#-G-A#) that rises over a major V chord (F#) 
as it builds toward a classical, V-i (F#-Bm) 
resolution. Play each sextuplet with consistent 
alternate picking. 
  The second measure of Fig. 2 is a cadential 6-
¬4 close that would make Paganini proud. 
Here, the i chord (Bm) appears first, followed 
by a quick move to V and, finally, a return to 
the i; this movement is typical of early-19th-
century harmonic structures. We call it a 
"cadential6-4" because it's a cadence wherein 
the first i chord can be viewed as a V chord 
with suspended 6th and 4th degrees. These 
suspended tones fall to the 5th and 3rd, 
yielding the standard V chord, which itself then 
resolves to the i. Each arpeggio here is played, 
with an upward sweep. Play it 500 times—it 
just doesn't get any better than this! 
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Vinnie Moore's big 
career break came 
in 1985 when he 
landed a gig 
playing guitar for a 
now famous TV 
commercial—the 
one where a guy 
blows the tops off 
Pepsi bottles with 
his axework. 
(Moore did the 
playing but not the 
acting.) 
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