
 

He's a virtuoso who's been recording for more 
than 30 years, has appeared on over 70 
albums, and has won "year's best guitarist" 
honors from more than one guitar magazine. 
Yet Steve Morse's brilliant axe work has 
always remained just a step outside 
mainstream awareness; to this day, he's the 
quintessential musician's musician. And 
although he's not normally considered a 
shredder, his chops are on par with those of 
any player who's been featured in this column. 
   Morse began his career in the mid-'70s with 
the Dixie Dregs, which recorded seven albums 
together and became one of the most highly 

regarded groups of the 
fusion era. After the 
Dregs dissolved in 
1982, he moved on to 
his own project, the 
Steve Morse Band. In 
later years, he split his 
time between solo 
work and gigs with two 
reunited classic- rock 
bands, Kansas and 
Deep Purple. Through 
it all, his playing has 
offered a tantalizing 

hybrid of rock, jazz, metal, and country. 
   The Irish-flavored instrumental title track of 
Morse's 1996 album Stressfest is typical of his 
approach. In the key of D major, Fig. I is 
similar to the piece's secondary theme, which 
moves over the V chord (G) temporarily, 
drawing on G Mixolydian (G-A-B-C-D-E-F). 
The difficulty of the passage rises drastically 
when you figure in the tempo—168 bpm. Use 
alternate picking for the 16th-note passage. 
Measures 7-8 feature a series of descending 
arpeggios; the first note of each beat progresses 
down the scale step by step, giving the part a 
free-flowing melodic quality that belies the 
significant technical challenge. (Use the 
picking approach specified in the notation.) 
   Fig. 2 flows over a D-A-E-F#m (I-V-II-vi) 
progression. Of special interest here is how 
Morse incorporates chord tones into his lines, 
weaving melodic and shreddy runs together 
within the same passage: measure I (over D) 
uses the notes of Dmaj7 exclusively, measure 2 
(over A) uses the three chord tones of A major 
(A, C#, and E), and measure 3 (over E) uses all 
three chord tones of E major (E, G#, and B). 
Measure 4, meanwhile, ends the phrase on the 
note A, the minor 3rd of the F#m. To see more 
chord tones in action, check out the first note of 
each beat in measures 5-8. 
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New to Morse's 
music? Head straight 
for the Dixie Dregs' 
awe-inspiring 1978 
album What If, then 
follow it up with two 
of his solo discs: 
1984's The 
Introduction and 
1992's Coast to Coast. 
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