
 

Are you ready to take it over the top? Because 
that's where we're headed, courtesy of several 
multi-finger tapping tricks from guitarist Bill 
Peck of Exit the Ride. Peck is the reigning tap-
monster of what I call the "Orlando Shred 
Circle": a loose-knit group of rabid guitar-
playing buds presided over by Alter Bridge/ex-
Creed guitarist Mark Tremonti. 
But don't take my word for it—try 
playing Peck's music yourself. Who 
knows? In time you, too, may earn a 
coveted seat within the infamous and 
highly exclusive Circle of Shred. 
Now, on to the technique. 
   In Fig. 1, the pick hand's ring (T3) 
and middle (T2) fingers tap notes 
within the C# natural minor scale 
(C#-D#-E-F#-G#-A-B). The fret 
hand, meanwhile, stays in the 9th 
position C# minor pentatonic (C#-¬E-
F#-G#-B) box, except when playing 
the very last note, A (the b6th). Notice how 
positional transitions are made by hammering 
on to each new string without picking it; use 
your fret hand's 3rd finger for these notes. 
   In Fig. 2, the pick hand's index (Tl), middle 
(T2), and pinky (T4) fingers play notes from 
the E natural minor scale (E-F#-G-A-B-C-D) 
in bar 1, and notes from the E Dorian mode 
(E¬-F#-G-A-B-C#-D) in bar 2. The fret hand 
sticks to the E minor pentatonic scale (E-G-A-
B-D) in the middle of the neck here. Look out 
for the tricky sextuplets (six notes per beat) that 
occur throughout the example, and start slowly, 
making sure the pick-hand pull-offs remain 
even as you increase the tempo. 
   Fig. 3 assigns both hands to the fretboard to 
create two voices playing in harmony. The first 
measure is based on 4ths, whereas the second 
shifts over to 5ths. Keep each hand's index 
finger anchored on the given fret, and use a 1-
2-4 fingering throughout. Then, for an extra 
challenge, try moving the figure up and down 
the neck—you might even try harmonizing 
everything in parallel 3rds. 
   As usual, the video version of this column's 
examples is available on the Guitar One CD-
¬ROM. But this month you've got more reason 
than ever to check out the disc—because it 
features Bill Peck himself playing all three 
figures. Thanks, Bill, for so kindly agreeing to 
take part in this issue of Gl. 
   For more licks that build on these techniques, 
go to bill-peck.com, where you'll find, in 
addition to music downloads from Exit the 
Ride, abundant video footage of Peck 
demonstrating all the tricks of his trade. 
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Still not tapped out? 
Go listen to Night 
Ranger's Jeff 
Watson, whose eight-
finger technique is 
justly celebrated by 
shred aficionados. 
Start with the 
Ranger's 1982 debut, 
Dawn Patrol. 
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For more free guitar lessons, tips and advice, visit Troy Stetina online at Stetina.com 
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